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Colombo District (Low-lying Areas)
Reclamation and Development Doard
Act, No. 15 of 1968

L. D.—0. 48/00.

An ACT TO TROVIDE FOR TNE ESTABLISHMERT oF A
TOARD TO BE. RNOWN A8 THF COLOMBO DisTricT (LOWw-
LYING AREAS) TECLAMATION AND DEVELOPMERT
BOARD FOR THE MECLAMATION AND DEVELOPMERT UF
AUCIT AREAS AR MAY NE DECLARED BY ORDER OF TNE
MINISTER 80 THAT SUCT AREAS MAY DE NENDERED
AUITABLE FOR BUILDING P'URPOSES, AND FOR MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

| Date of Assent: May 17, 1008]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and
the House of Representatives of Ceylon in this
present Parliament assembled, and by, the authority

- of the same, as follows:—

4. This Act may be cited as the Colombo District
(Low-lying Areas) Reclamation and Development
Board Act, No. 15 of 1908, and shall come into
operation on such date as the Minjster may, by Order
published in the Gazette, appoint.

PART L

- Power oF MINIBTER TO PECLANE JUECLAMATION AND

DEVELOPMENT AREAS.

2. §1) Where the Minister is satisfied that any
aren of land situated within the jurisdiction of any
local authority specified in the First-Schedule to this
Act is a low-lying, marshy, waste or swampy nren, he
shall after consultation with the Minister of Local
Government and the local authorily or authorities
within which such area of land is silunted, by Order
&mblishcd in Uhe Gazette, declare such area to be a
seclamation and Development Arca for the purposes
of this Act.

(2) An Order declaring 2 Reclamation and
Development Area under sub-scetion (1) shall define
the area by selting out the metes and bounds of the

land or lands comprised in the Arca.
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() Gpou the publicnleon ol an Qeder li(‘.(:l:n‘ln[; i
Reclamation and Deveiapmient Aven mder subosgetion

(1) it shall Le the dity of the Board heremalter ¢

established by this Act to reclaim and desclop thal
Area and render it suitable for building purposes.

(4) The Honse of l(vprcscl\t.atiws may by resolution
revoke iy Order made by the Minister noder this
section within fifty days of the publication of sneh
Order in the Fazeffe, and in the computation of sneh
period of filty days no aceount shall he taken of any
perind doring which Parlinment is prorogued. Sueh
vevocation shall he without prejudice Lo anylhing
previously done thercunder. :

VESTING AND ACQUIBITION OF LAND.

8. (1) Any land or Jands which comprises or
comprise a4 Jeclamation and Development  Area
declared by an Ovder under scetion 2 and which is or

ave vested in the loeal authority within the jurisdiction

of which such land or lands is or are situated shall,
from the date on which that Order is made, without

_any formal transfer thercof vest absolutely in the

Board free from all encumbrances.

(2) No compensation shall he payalle by the Board
in respect of any land which vests in the Board by
reason  of the operation of the provisions of
sub-section (1). )

5. (1) Where any Reelamation and Develop:
Arca declared by an Order under section 2 comp .«o's
any land which is not vested in a local authority
within the jurisdiction of which such land is situated,
such land may be acquired under the Land Acquisition
Act by the Government for the Board, and the
provisions of that Act shall, save as otherwise
provided in sub-section (2), apply for the purpose of
the acquisition of that land.

(2) Tn any case where nny land referred to
sih-setion (1) is to he acquired under the Tand
Aequisition Act snd public notice of Lthe intention
to acquire that b is publishied as required by Lhat
Act ab any Lime within the period of five years
veckoned Trom D date of emmencement. of this Aet,
the market value of that fand for the purposes ol
determining the amnunt of compensation (o be paid in
vespecl of that land shall, nobwithstanding anytiing

‘
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i Cotombo .I)‘istrt'r{ (Low-lying; Areas) 3
. Reclamation and Devclopment Doard
Act, No. 15 of 1968

to the contrary in thal Act, be deemed to be the
market value which that land would have had at th
date of commencement of this Actif it then was in the

same condition as it is at the Lime of acquisition.
AT

PART 1L

E&TARLISHIMENT OF TIE Coromno JISTRICT (Low-
LYING AREAS) JIECLAMATION ARD DEvELOPMENT DOARD.

8. (1) A DBoard to be called the Colombo
District (Low-lying Areas Reclamation and Develop-
ment Board is hercby esta lisbed.

(2) The Bonrd chall be a body corporate having
perpetunl succession and a common &ea and may sue
and Lo sued in the name assigned to it by sub-section

(1).
8. (1) The Board shall consist of the following-
(a) three ex officio members, namely,
(i) the Dircctor of Irrigation,

(1) the Director of Town and Count
Planning, and

(iii) the Commissioner of National 1Housis
an ;

~

(b) four other members appointed by the Minis!
- Sne of whom at least ghall be & qualified Ci .
ingineer.

(2) A person ghall be disqualified for appointment
by the Minister as & member of the Doard or for
continuing 0s & member 80 appointed—

(i) if he is & Senator or Member of Parliament, or

(1) if he, dircelly or indirectly, has any interest in
a subsisting contract with, or in any work
being  done for, the Board except 08 o

gharcholder (other than a diredtor) in an
incorporated company, or

(iii) if he has any such financial or other interest as
is likely.to aflect prcjudicinlly the discharge
by him of his dutics as & member of: the

Board. :

(3) If o member of the Board other than an 6%
officro member 18 Lcmpomrily unable o function a8
such member, the Minister may appoint any person to
act as & member of the Board.
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4 Colombo Districe  (Low-lying Areas)
Ilﬁcclamatr'nn and Development Board

Act, No. 15 of 1968 -}

(4) Every member of the Toard other than an e lt
ex officto member ahall, unless he vacales the office of .7 3
member of the Bonrd earlier, hold such office for a ¥
period of three years commencing on the date of his 5
appointment: 4
Provided that a person who is appointed ns « f
member of the Bonr«l in place of 8 member who has :
_vacaled oflice before the end of lis term of office shall, }
unless the member so appointed vacates the office of I
member of the Board carlier, hold such office during 3
the unexpired part of such term. §
(5) A member of the Board other than an ez officia 3
member may resign the office of such member by letter 4
addressed to the Minister. :
L

(6) The Minister may, without assigning any
reason, remove from office a member of the Board
other than an ex officio member.
(N A member of the Board other than an ex officio
member shall be deemed to have vacated office— :
(a) on sending - his resignation in writing lo the
Minister; or : i
(b) on his removal from office by the Minister; or
(c) on the expiry of his term of oflice.

8) All or any of the members of the Board may be

paid such remuncration as may be determined by the
Minister with the concurrence of the Minister of - .
' l

Finance.

(9 No act or procecding of the Board shall be “
invalid by reason only of the existence of any vacancy 2
pmongst 1ts members or any defect 1n the appointment ;

i‘
‘AT,

oot

thereof.
Chairmsa of 7. (1) The Minister ghall appoint os the Chairman
the Toard. of the Doard one of the members of the Board other '
. &

than an ez officio member.

(2) 1f the Chairmen of the Doard is temporarily
unable Lo function s such Chairman, the Minster
may o 1oint any member of the Tloard, othier than an
¢cx officio member, to act ns the Chairman of the

Board. .
(3) The Chairman of the Board shall, unless he o *
vneates the office of Chairman carlier, hold such office

durin(t: the term for which he ;s o member of the 4

Bonrd:
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} ~+ Colombo District (Low-lying Aroas) b
| Reclamation and Devolopment Board
' Act, No. 15 of 1868

‘l’fovidcd that a person appointed to nct ns tho
| Lihqlrmﬂn of the Board during the shsence of the
* Chairman of the Board who is temporarily unable Lo

function as such Chairman shall, unless he vacates the

"'.’ office of Chairman earlier, hold such office during such
! " absence.

WA The leirman of the Doard may rceign the
;. office of Chairman by letter addressed to the Minister.

" 7(8) The Minister may, without assigning any
reason, terminate the nppointment of any member of
the Bonrd as the Chairman of the Board.

(6) The Chairman of the Doard shall be deemed to
vacate the oflice of Chairman if he resigns such oflice
~or if his appointment as such Chairman is terminated
P by tho Minister or if he ceases to be & member of the

" Board.
‘) 8. The objects of the Board shall be— QObjects of
' . the Donrd,
(a) to reclnim and develop every Reclamation and
Development Arca declnred by Order under
section 2, and to render such Area suitable
for building purposes; and
(h) to have the custody, management and control,
pending such reclamation and development,
of lands comprising such Area which are 1151
under the grovisions of this Act vested in t.hwm/‘ S9
o7 Board.cuad, -
T CE A S
0. The Doard may excrcise all or any of the Qencral pawerr
following powers:— oMb Dasre

(@) to acquire, hold or Lake on lease any property,
or mortgage, pledge, sell or otherwise dispose
of any property; ~
(b) to undertake the yreparation and execution of
development schemes in the Reclamation and K
Development Arens declared under scct,ion“g",_ A o1

() to cause the construction of roads in such Areas; LA

(d) to cause the construction of works for the provi-
sion of public scrvices in such Arcas

including—
(i) surface waler drainage, sewerage and
st disposnl of sewage,
. \h,. g S o
(ii) lighting, and
(iii) water supply; -4 J o
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- (e) to enter into and perform all such contracts as
mn‘f' be necessary for carrying out the objects,
zﬁn (finr the exercise of the powers, of the -
oard ; «

(/) to make tules in respect of the administration

of the affairs of the Board;

(y) to do all nther things which in the opinion of
the Board arc necessary Lo facilitate the
proper carrying out of its objects.

s C (e '

10. The Board may, with the consent of tho

Minister, or in accordance with the terms of any

general huthority given by him, borrow by way of

.

-

~—
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require for meeting its obligations:

Provided that the aggregale of the amounts out-
standing in respect of any loans raised by the Board
under this scction shall not at any time exceed such
sum as may be determined by the ¥\1inist,cr in consul-
tation with the Minister of Iinance.

....'.k(n“o&_ Geiad

R
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14, (1) The initial capital of the Board shall be
determined by resolution of the House of Representa-
tives and the amount of such capitel shall be paid to
the Board out of the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon.

(2) The capital of the Board may be increased from
time to time by such amount as may be determined by
resolution of the Honso of Representatives, and that o7
amount shall he paid to the DBoard out of the 3

Consolidated Fuod of Ceylon.

o d AR AN Las 0 Tt 3 o

i2. (\2 The scal of the Board shall be in the
custody of such person ns the Doard may decide from !
time to time.
(2) The seal of the Board shall not be aflixed to any 4
instrnment or document except In the presence of the ¢
Thairman, or some other member, of the Board and the
chief exceutive officer of the Board, both of whom slm_'ll
gsign the instruwecnl or document in token of their

preseuce.
13. (1) Subject o the provisions of sub-scction (2),
the wnembers of the Board may regulate the procedure

{0 be followed at meetings of the Board.
{2) The quorum for any meeting of the Bpard shall

be five.
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13. (1) The Boa
sorvants as it consi

t, No. 15 of 1968
PART I1I1L

STAFF OF THE DOARD.

rd may '&P'Pfﬂnt such officers and  Appointment of
ders pecessary for the cflicient alfears hed

. discharge of ité functions.

(2) The officers and servants of the Board ghall be
remunerated in such manner and at such rales, and
shall be subject to such conditions of service, ns may
‘be determined by the Board. ’

ﬁ!) At the request of the Board, any officer of the
public gervice may, with the consent of that officer and
of the Secretary to-the Treasury, be temporarily
appointed to the staff of the Board for such period as
may be determined by the Board with like consent or
be permanently appointed to such staff. The provisions
of sub-sections (2) and (3) of gection 20 of the Govern-
ment-Sponsored Corporations Act shall, mutatis

= mutandis, apply in relation to any officer in the public ~
servite who is temporarily or permanently appointed

to the stafl of the

oard.

(4) Where the. Board employs any person who has
entered into n contract with the Government by which
‘he has ngreed to serve the Government for a8 recified

period, any period

of service to the Boavd by thut

erson shall be rcgnrdcd as service to the Government

or the purpose of d

~ contract.

ischarging the obligations of such

PART IV.

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.

46, ‘The DBoard

monevs received by the Board, including such sums 03

may be paid to the B

shall have its own fund. All K:;“dno':(.a.

oard out of the Consolidated Fund

of Ceylon, shall be credited to the fund, and all pay-
ments made by the Board shall be made therefrom.

16, The Board shall cause its accounts fo be kept Accornté ol

in such form and in
direct.

XS e ;
such manner as the Minister may ‘" Dosrd

47, (1) The accounts of the Board shall he audited  Andit
annually by an auditor (hercinafter r'c(_crrcd to ns
“ the auditor+') appointed by the Minister on the
advice of the Anditor-General. The auditor shall be
“~ paid by the Board such remuneration as the Minister
may, with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance,

determine.
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(2) The Auditor-General ghall have power—
n

(a) to direct the manner in which the accounts of =

the Board chall be audited by the auditor
and to give the auditor instructions in regard
to any matter relating to the performance ©
his functions a8 the auditor; and

() W conduct & supqlcmentnry or test audit of the
. ncoounts of the Donrd by guch person orf
persons &s the Auditor-General mey autho-
Tize in that behalf, and for the purposes of

guch audit to re uire any person to furnis

information or & ditiona information to the
person of persons S0 authorized, on s
matters, and in such form, a8 the Auditor-
General may, by general or special order.
direct.

(8) The auditor shall examine the accounts of t,he'-_f

Bonrd and ascertnin the correctness of the balance
gheet and furnish o report to the Auditor-Genoral

stating—

(a) whether he has or has not obtained all the infor-
mation and cxplanations required by him:
and ;
* (by whether in his opinion the palance sheet and the

nccounts referred to in the report are properly %

drawn up S0 08 to exhibit a true and fair
view of the affairs of the Board.

(4) The auditor shall gubmit & copy of his.rcport
to the Auditor-Genera.\ who shall have the right to
comment upon, or sup lement, the auditor's report in
such a manner 83 the uditor-General may think fit.

() The Audibor-Gencral ghall transmit  the
auditor's report together with his -
uch report to the Board.

hig supplement 0, 8
(6) For the purposes of this section the expression

1e quditor "' means—

(z) an individual who, being @ member of the
Institute  of Chinrtered Accountants of
Ceylon, possesses a certificate Yo practisc s

an Accountant jasucd by the Council of .that

Tunstitule; o

-
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¢ (b),g'ﬁrm‘of" Chartered Acoountants each of the
¢ k: Yartpcrs of which, being a member of that
nstitute, possesses a orrtificate to practise

a3 an Accountant issued by th i
/" * that Institute. i couml ¢

‘ 18. (1) The Board shall, on receipt of the auditor’s
vreport in_respect of any year, transmit to the

Minister Within nine months of the expiry of that
year— T A

(a) & boi)y of such report together with the Auditor-
General's comments (if any) upon, and his

. supplement (if any) to, suc‘yl report; '

| (b) & copy of the revenue and expenditure account;

: (c) & copy of the balance sheet; and

| - (d) & report by such Board on its work for tho

jis ~ period for which the revenue and expenditure
9 . ; .Bccount and the balance sheet have been made

» por b s
(2) The Miniister shall lay copies of the documents
transmitted to him under sub-section (1) before the
i Senate and tho House of Iepresentatives within two

Docoments to be
trannmilled to
the Minister and
to be placed
before the
Benate sod

the Honse of
Representatives.

' _iemonths ;of the receipt of such documents by the
: “{3IMinister.’ b P L
v ‘e FRNNASE Ly P LD
| Rl s PART V. AR
wh i MISCELLANEOUS. S

-9 18 ..Where any land (other than land referred to
G , i;-,}p_,pcc&lon 4) or any interest in auch land is required
e .‘.’7',‘,-»,%1 V- | by, thetBoard for any of -its purposes, such land or.’

) ";}3-"inbér"w't,:mdy'be acquired under the Land ‘Acquisition .

Act by the Government, for the Board, and the provi-
sions of that Act shall apply for the purposes of the
_acquisition of that land or interest. .

90. Where any immovable property of the Crown
is required for any purpose of the Board, such purpose
shall be deemed fo be & purpose for which a special
grant or lease of such property may be made under
soction 6 of the Crown Lands Ordinance an
nceordingly the provisions of that Ordinance shall
apply to a grant or lense of such property to the
| Bourd. -

i
|
.
!
{
|

a9 200 Inthe exercise of its duties and powers under
t . this Act the Toard shall be subject to and act In
i accordance with such gencral or special directions 0s
'+ the Minister may from time to time issue.

Cotapulnory
scquisition of
any land other
thean land
relorred to lo
section 4 or
sny ioterest lo
such land for
any putpase of
the rd.

Bpecial grant
or leaae of
.Crown property
to the Board.

Minister's
directiona to
the Noard.
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22. (1) Any oflicer or servant of the Board who is |
jenerally or speefally authorized in that behalf by the!
Joard may at all reasonnble times enter upon any |
land or rrcmiscs and there do such acts ns may he |
reasonably necessary for the purpose of carrying out
any work of the Board or of making any survey, |
examination or investigation, preliminary or
incidental to the exercise of any power, or the
discharge of any function, of the Board.

(2) Any person who without lawful excrcise
obstrocts an{ officer of the Board while acting in
pursuance of sub-section (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall, on conviction after summary trial
before a Magistrate, be liable to imprisonment of
cither description for a term not exceeding six
months or to a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees
or to both such imprisonment and fine. fa

28. For the purpose of enabling the Board to
exercise, perform or discharge, within any Reclama-
tion and Development Area declared by Order under
section 2, any power, duty or function under any of
the ennctments referred to in the Sccond Schedule to
this Act, the Minister may; by Order published in the
Gazette, declare that any sucf; cuactment shall, in its
application within that Area, have effect subject to
such modifications as may be specified in the Order,

24. The provisions of this Act or any regulation or
Order made under this Act shall have effect notwith-
standing anything in any other written law.

28. The Minister may, by Order published in the
Gazeite, amend any Schedule to this Act.

26. The House of Répresentatives. may by
resolution revoke any Order made by the Minister
under section 23 or section 25 of this Act within fifty
days of the publication of such Order in the Gazette,
md in the computation of such period of fifty days
no account shall be taken of any period during which
I'arliament is prorogued. Such revocation shall be
without prejudicc to anylhing previously done

thereunder.



®

Golombo  District (Low-lying
Reclumation and Development
Act, No. 16 of 1968

Areas)
Doard

27, (1) The

Minister may make regulations to

11

TRegulations.

give effect to the principles and provisions of this Act.

(2) No regulation made by
effcct until it is approved by
House of Representatives and notification of
approval i8 published in the Gazette.

28. In this Act unless the
requires,
lying Areas) Reclamation and
established by this Act.

Development

¥FIRST BCH EDULE

The Colornbo Municipal Council.

Tho Dehiwela-Mount Lavinia Municipsl Council.
The Kotte Urban Council.

The Kolonnawn Urban Council.
The Peliyngods Urban Counoil.

The Watta a-Mabole Urban Counoil.
The Moratuwa Urban Council:

The Piliysndala Town Council.

The Mahsragama Town Counoil.
The Hendnla Town Council.

The Dalugnmn Town Council.
The Kelaniya Town Council.

" The Battarnmulla-Talangame Town Council.
The Mulleriyawa Town Council.
The Kotikawntte Town Council.

The Ambatalen Tahaln Villnge Council,

The Kotta-Onlkiswn Village Couneil.

The Mampe-Kesbewn Village Council.

gECOND SCH EDULE

. The Municipnl Councils Ordinance.
The Urbon Councils Qrdinanco.
The Town Councils Ordinanco.
The Villnge Councila Ordinance:
The Town and Country Tlanning Ordinanco.
The Housing and Town Improvoment QOrdinance.
The Nstiooal Housiog Act. )

context otherwiso

« oard ' means the Colombo District (Jow-
Board

the Minister shall have
the Senale and

the
such

Yoterpretation.

[Bection 9]

{Secticn 28)
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